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at permanently satisfactory relations between Germany and
France—could he have foreseen how, by its direct and still
more its indirect consequences, it was to be one of the main
underlying causes of the World War, perhaps then he would
have acted otherwise in 1871. But though he was possessed
of unusual political foresight, he can scarcely have ex-
pected that the French would never become reconciled to
their loss; that, on the contrary, the desire for revanche,
unspoken perhaps, but fixed in the heart, would persist
and even grow in intensity in later years. In fact, Bis-
marck's policy in the decade 1875-1885 seems to indicate
that he had hopes of winning the French to something like
frank friendship and an acceptance of the fait accompli.2
Nevertheless, whatever he may have hoped as to the future,
he had no illusions about the present. He knew that for the
years immediately following the war, French resentment
would run high. He must therefore protect the new Ger-
man Empire, the child of his creation, by making it strong
of itself—strong by holding France weak and isolated, and
strong by the establishment of close relations with the two
other Great Powers bordering on Germany on the east and
south, that is, with Russia and Austria,
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Between Russia and Prussia there had existed tradi-
tional bonds of friendship ever since their armies had fought
side by side for the overthrow of Napoleon. These bonds
had been further strengthened during the Crimean War and
the Polish uprising of 1863. Both Powers had a common
interest in preventing the reestablishment of Polish inde-
pendence, which would have deprived them of the spoils
of the partitions of Poland. During the Franco-Prussian
2 "Je desire en arriver a ce que vous pardonniez Sedan comme vous
avez pardonne Waterloo," Bismarck said to the French ambassador in
December, 1884; Bourgeois et Pages, Les Origines et les Responsabilites de -
la Grande Guerre, Paris, 1921, p. 307.

